%p 


uni 


s> 


_  Medical  Officer’s  Report. 

Ihis  report  was  as  follows  :— 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Warsop 
Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen,— I  beg  to  present  you  with  my  annual 
report  for  the  year  1896.  There  has  been  no  serious 
outbreak  of  zymotic  disease  in  this  district,  although 
the  surrounding  neighbourhood  has  suffered  severely 
from  scarlet  fever.  We  have  had  32  cases  of  this 
disease  reported,  but  no  deaths  so  far.  It  is  now 
some  weeks  since  any  fresh  case  has  occurred.  There 
have  been  five  cases  of  erysipelas  and  one  of  typhoid 

f°v“  the /s*r-  There  has  also  been  one  case 

of  diphtheria.  I  am  glad  to  be  able  to  report  to  you 
a  much  diminished  death-rate.  The  death-rate  of 
Warsop,  which  for  the  last  five  years  has  rapidly 

until  last  year,  with  a  death-rate  of  27-9  per  Zl 
1,000,  it  was  the  highest  in  the  county,  has  fallen 
this  year  to  15  6  per  1,000.  The  actual  number  of 
deaths  for  the  year  1896  was  23,  against  41  in  the 
previous  year— 15  deaths  occurred  in  the  first  six 
months,  and  eight  in  the  last  six  months  of  the  year 
Ihe  number  of  deaths  under  one  year  was  11  and 
there  were  four  over  70  years  of  age,  so  that  there 
have  been  only  four  deaths  between  five  years  of  a«e 
and  70  in  the  whole  year.  The  infantile  death-rate 
under  one  year  is  15  5  for  every  1,000  children  born, 
ltns  is  a  great  improvement  on  last  year,  but  still 
considerably  above  the  average  for  a  rural  district. 

-Lbe  number  of  births  during  the  year  was  77—39 
males  and  38  females,  being  an  increase  of  16  on  last  -  „ 
year.  In  reviewing  the  sanitary  condition  of  Warsop  L  / 
there  is  much  to  repeat  that  I  said  last  year,  and  a  - 

deal  that  has  been  said  by  many  previous  medical 
officers.  The  rateable  value  of  the  property  in  the 
parish  has  as  yet  been  a  bar  to  any  great  sanitary 
improvements.  The  increase  in  the  population,  due 
to  new  railways  and  new  coal  mines,  has  added  con¬ 
siderably  to  the  amount  of  overcrowding  in  the 
village,  and  with  the  increase  of  population  the  diffi¬ 
culty  of  disposing  of  the  sewerage  by  the  present 
primitive  methods  has  also  greatly  increased.  The 
surface  gutters— the  only  system  of  drainage  which 
we  have  at  present— are  badly  laid,  and  in  a  worn- 
|  out  condition.  The  sewerage  from  farmyards,  pig¬ 
sties,  slaughter-houses,  and  the  slops  from  dwelling 
)  slowly  trickles  into  the  gutters  of  the  main  streets’ 

I  whlch  have  a  most  disagreeable  appearance,  their 
contents  being  at  different  times  all  the  colours  of 
the  rainbow,  and  emitting  odours  of  equal  variety 
Our  water  supply  has  attracted  considerable  atten 
tion  during  the  past  year.  At  the  end  of  last  year 
I  reported  to  the  Cd’ancilthat  I  had  analysed  samples 
of  water  from  Various  parts  of  the  vil'-^ge.  and  that 
cvary  samp]°  wag  more  or  less  fwintaminated  by 
sewerage,  an fi  my  opinion  unfit  for  drinking.  The  ! 

Council  th  sent  samples  to  a  Birmingham!  analyst. 

His  repov^  waa  most  unfavourable,  every  sample 
being  Ocjnjemne(j  jn  tjjg  strongest  terms  possible  as 
qmte  >  jngt  for  drinking  purposes.  Some  of  the 
samp)  es  were  described  as  liquid  sewerage.  The 
~0I?r_icil,  thinking  they  would  like  further  confirma- 
jjlp,d  of  this  report,  sent  samples  to  an  analyst  in 
,  Manchester.  His  report,  received  in  July  last,  was 
;  equally  unfavourable,  all  the  samples  being  con- 
1  demned  as  unfit  for  drinking  purposes.  We  have 
thus  reached  the  first  stage  of  the  water  question — 
that  of  recognising  the  water  supply  of  the' village  is 
bad.  I  am  not  able  to  report  so  far  that  any  pro- 
I  gress  has  been  made  in  the  second  stage — that  of 
procuring  a  better  water  supply.  The  village  badly 
needs  some  system  of  scavenging ;  the  amount  of 
solid  refuse  thrown  into  the  street  gutters  would 
block  Ear  more  efficient  drains  than  we  at  present 
possess.  Last  spring,  by  order  of  the  Council,  a 
notice  was  posted  warning  the  inhabitants  not  to 
thi^iw  solid  matter  into  the  streets.  The  enforc^ 
ment  of  this  order  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  tf. 
police.  I  have  not  observed  that  the  nuisance  has  in 
any  measure  abated.  It  is  with  great  pleasure  that 
I  turn  from  these  matters  to  the  improvements 
effected  during  the  past  year,  which  are  the  follow¬ 
ing  : — The  drainage  and  privies  connected  with  Mr. 

Marlow’s  new  cottages  have  been  completed  and  im¬ 
proved.  A  pigstye  and  privy  on  Messrs.  Duckman- 
ton  and  Clayton’s  property  have  been  removed,  and 
a  new  privy  built.  The  keeping  of  pigs  in  styes  close 
to  the  houses  on  the  property  of  Mr.  Osborne,  in 
Back-lane,  has  been  discontinued,  and  arrangements 
made  for  improving  the  privies  and  drains.  While 
fully  recognising  the  value  of  a  pigstye  attached  to 
a  cottage,  I  do  not  think  that  it  should  be  allowed  to 
become  a  nuisance  and  a  danger  to  the  surrounding 
houses  by  polluting  the  air  and  water  supply.  An 
excellent  closet  and  pigstye  has  been  built  in  the 
garden  of  the  property  occupied  by  Mr.  Joseph 
Hook,  at  Church  Warsop.  A  drain  has  been  put  in 
by  the  side  of  the  road  at  the  top  of  Dawney  Hill,  to 
carry  off  the  drainage  from  the  houses  situated  there. 

Orders  have  been  given  for  a  trapped  gully  to  be 
placed  near  Mr.  Hind’s  house  in  Low-street,  and  also 
for  a  new  drain  to  be  laid  in  Back-lane.  New  privies 
have  been  erected  on  the  property  of  Mr.  Kentish,  in 
Butt-lane,  and  the  pigsties  taken  down.  Mr.  Chad¬ 
wick  has  given  orders  for  new  privies  and  surfaoe 
gutters  on  his  property  in  Bath-lane. — I  am,  yours 
faithfully,  E.  S.  Nutting. 
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